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As SIAM president, Gilbert Strang has been an energetic (and well-traveled) spokesperson,
constantly looking for ways to draw new people from all over the world into SIAM.  On December
3 and 4, at just about the midpoint of his two-year term, the tables were turned as students, friends,
and colleagues from far and near made their way to MIT’s Media Lab for a two-day conference
held to celebrate his 65th birthday.

The conference was organized by a group of colleagues and students, past and present. The
speakers discussed a variety of topics of current interest in applied mathematics, with the
emphasis on results that have been motivated by Strang’s work. As the conference Web site
(www-math.mit.edu/~gsfest) makes clear, one of  his most important results is “φ̂ ( must have
zeroes of order p at all frequencies n, n .” Shown here are a few of the organizers and
speakers; the titles of all the talks, and additional photographs, can be found on the Web.


