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Arthur Cohen, with the Chameleon Computer, shows how he is preparing for the 21st Century. 

A tale of an Apple and a lizard 
'By DAN DIGNAM 

Staff Writer 
Arthur Cohen thinks every well-adjusted home of 

the 21st century will be equipped with a Chameleon. 
But not to worry, if you 're a bit squeamish about 

reptiles roaming around the house. This Chameleon 
is a lizard o( a different color. 

Cohen and. two of his Drexel University classmates 
- Smitia Bhatia and Scott Brown - recently designed 
the Chameleon computer as their entry in Apple Com­
piiter' s "Design the Computer for the Year 2000" 
contest. 

The Chameleon was chosen to be one of the five 
finalists in the nationwide competition, which will be 
decided Jan. 28 at Apple's headquarters in Cupertino, 
Calif. 

"The basic concept is that it's adaptable, changeable 
and colorful,'' said Cohen, a 22-year~old Somerton 
resident. "That's why we call it the Chameleon. The 
slogan we use is, 'It changes with your mind.' It's also 
important to remember that it's not just a computer. 
It's anything you want it to be. We describe it in a 
20-page report, so to describe it in just a few words 
would be impossible.'' 

Drexel was one of 10 schools invited to participate 
in the contest. The schools were asked to choose the · 
two best designs from the student body an,d submit · 
them for the competition. 

Each member of the winning team will receive · 
$2,000 toward the purchase of Apple computer pro­
ducts. The winning school will receive a Macintosh 
laboratory worth $20,000. The other four finalists repre­
sent Princeton University, the Uruversity of Minnesota, 
the University of lliinois and the University of Califor­
nia at Berkley. 
· "It was really exciting to do," said Cohen, a Drex­
el senior. ''It was a lot of fun. There was a lot of work 
going into it, but it was interesting to look into the 

future like that. And the year 2000 is not that far· 
away." 

Some of the features of the Chameleon include an 
increased memory and voice-interactive capabilities .. 
Cohen and his partners also visualized a new storage 
device to replace disks, called compact cylinders or 
"sticks." The sticks are the size of a cigarette, and. 
information is stored on rings surrounding the cylinder. 

''With the sticks you, can store thousands of times 
more information," said Cohen. "They're super-fast 
storage devices. And you can hold a lot of them more 
easily than disks. · 

"Our system will also be able to learn from· its 
mistakes, because there's so much more room for 
storage," added Cohen. "It sounds expensive, but it's 
practical. The technology does exist to do these 
things.'' 

Cohen developed ·an aptitude for computers during 
his senior year at George Washington High School. 
He chose to major in computer science at Drexel and," 
as a freshman, was . required to purchase an ·Apple 
Macintosh computer. 

l)rexel was the first university in the nation to re­
quire all entering students to own a personal computer. 

''I think it's an excellent requirement,'' Cohen said. 
· "The first year for us, it was a new thing. But now 
it's integrated into all the classrooms. And it's also a 
goo4 learning tool, and not just for people in science. 
I have friends in communications who have found it 
to be an invaluable tool in writing.'' 

The Drexel team used its knowledge of the Macin­
tosh computer as a jumping-off point for designing the · 
Chameleon. As a result, many of the special features 
of the Chameleon are basically iinprovements on the 
Macintosh system. 

"The angle we took is, we looked at our Macintosh 
and we said, 'What don't we like about this com­
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