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Management changes afoot at Apple 
BY CLAIR WHITMER 
CUPERTINO, Calif. - Some departments 
within Apple's corporate headquarters have 
been playing musical executives this past 
week. 

Within research and development, two vice­
president positions were created, a new product 
management group was established, developer 
services was given a new director and the 
Apple federal systems group received its first 
director. 

The research and development depart-
ment changes reflect Apple's recent focus 
on connectivity and a lighter managerial 
load for Senior Vice President Jean-Louis 
Gassee, said Apple spokeswoman Carleen 
Le Vasseur. 

A vice president for the networking and 
communications position has not yet been 
announced, though finding one "is a very high 
priority," said Le Vasseur. The company is 
looking for candidates both inside and outside 
the company. 

In the meantime Edward Birss is settling 
into his new position as vice president of 
product engineering. Birss was director of the 
software engineering group. 

Both executives will report directly to 
Gassee, who now has fewer direct reports to 
read and more time for long-term strategic 
planning, said Le Vasseur. 

Some industry observers speculated that the 
changes represent an attempt to rein in 
Gassee's power by creating more of an infras­
tructure between him and product develop­
ment. Apple representatives, however, said that 

Apple's Jean-Louis Gam. 

"The more vice presidents you have under 
you the more power you have," said a source 
close to Apple. 

Simultaneously, the divisions of product 
management, developer services and customer 
publications/computer-based training have 
been consolidated into a new group called 
product management. Randy Battat, the former 
director of product management, is the new 
director. 

A series of management changes will fol­
low this reorganization, but Apple will not con­
firm the positions. 

In Reston, Va., C. Lloyd Maheffey was 
appointed director of the Apple federal sys­
tems group. Charles Berger, vice president of 
market development, temporarily will 
take over Maheffev's fonner nosition as 

Looking for a future computer 
Apple selects winners of Project 2000 contest 
BY EMILY BROWER 
CUPERTINO, Calif. - Hoping to find the 
Steve Jobs and Steve Wozniaks of the future, 
Apple sponsored a contest called Project 2000 
that challenged college students from 12 
universities to create a personal computer for 
the year 2000. 

A group of seven college students from the 
University of Illinois in Champaign-Urbana 
won the final competition, held in Cupertino, 
Calif., last week with their presentation of a 
futuristic personal computer called Tablet. 

The Project 2000 competition began in 
September when Apple's College Relations 
Department issued its challenge to students at 
12 colleges and universities. 

"Innovation is at the heart of Apple Com­
puter, and we want to maintain an environment 
of innovation and creativity through contests 
like the Project 2000," said Kevin Sullivan, 
Apple's vice president of human resources. 

Apple flew the five finalist teams to Cuper­
tino to present their concepts of the personal 
computer in the year 2000 to a panel of judges 
that included futurist Alvin Toffler; Diane Rav­
itch, an education professor from Columbia 
University in New York; famed science fiction 
writer Ray Bradbury; Alan Kay; and Wozniak. 

In a witty and interesting slide show, Steve 
Skiena, a doctoral candidate in computer sci­
ence from the winning team, showed a note-

book-size portable computer with an LCD 
pressure-sensitive keyboard. Tablets can com­
municate with other Tablets and cellular 
phones through an infrared, 256-bit address 
system. 

Princeton University in Princeton, NJ., 
came in second with its Apple P.I.E. (Personal 
Information System), which integrates existing 
technologies such as telephone and radio with 
advanced technologies such as a laser-operated 
video display screen. Princeton's presenters 
said their computer had a "humanitarian out­
look and design with practical applications for 
the entire world population." 

The University of Minnesota in Minneapo­
lis placed third with CORE, a portable personal 
computer containing all the core components 
of what its presenters called a "personalized 
personal computer," such as memory, process­
ing power, learning capability and knowledge 
of the user. 

Two other finalist teams, from the Univer­
sity of California in Berkeley and Drexel Uni­
versity in Philadelphia, also presentt<d their 
views on the future of personal computing. 

The seven winning students received paid 
summer internships at Apple, $2,000 toward 
the purchase of Apple products and a 
Macintosh lab that includes five SEs, a Laser­
Writer and an Apple Talk network for their 
universities. • 


